IF THIS PICTURE
MAKES ¥YOU WANT TO PISIT CAMBODIA,
RIALT UNTIL 2048.

Cambodia is at war.

And no matter what the glossy tourism brochures say,
Cambodia will remain a war zone untll 2048, 1t s true that
the Cambodian Civil War ended in 1998, But for about 6
million wartiors, the battle continues. They don’t see a
white flag. They don't understand ceasefires. They don't

respect peace accords signed by politiciam.

Say hello to landmines. Pol Pot called them his "eternal
soldiers.” When he was in a more eloquent frame of mind,
be called them his "silent sentinels of death.” Today, over
6 million of these silent killers lie buried under the
Cambodisn countryside. And since landmines can remain
sctive for 50 years, they will be patiently waiting for their

next unsuspecting victim until 2048. It could be you.

As you excitedly hurry through the jungle to photograph
an elephant bathing in the xzure waters of a lake, or catch
a flecting glimpse of the rare Giant Ibis, your next footstep

could be your last,

Of course, you could always give Cambodia & miss and visit
another country. Options abound for the nature loving
tourist with money. You could go to exotic Malaysia,
Vietnam or India. Perhaps, even enchanting faraway

places like Brazil, Perw and Costa Rica.
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But spare a thought for those with no choice: The rural
Cambodians, This is their home, The countryside is their
source of livelihood. They can't remain indoors just because
they are afraid, Lands need to be farmed. Firewood needs
to be collected from the forest. Life must go on no matter
what the cost. And the cost, sadly, is very high. Today, 1 out
of 242 Cambodians &s an amputee, "But the Cinl War ended
8 years ago,” you may say. "Why haven't the Cambodians

cleared the landmines yet?" [t is far from easy.

Landmines were rarely laid in conventional rows, This makes
it very difficult to locate the landmines. Moreover, every
time there is a flood, the landmines shift and get carried 1o
different places. What was a minefield last year, may not

necessarily be one this year,

And when you consider that the cost of removing a single
landmine is roughly equivalent to the annual income of an
average howsebold in rural Cambodia, the situation seems
hopeless. Every day, landmines claim at least 2 unsuspecting

victims. The canalties sre mounting. The domations sren't

While money is certainly needed, 50 are volunteers to help
in the rehabilitation programmes for the thousands of

helpless landmine victims

As always, time is of the essence. Please help, Now,
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N CAMBOODIA, ¥OU CAN SPOT
MANY ENDANGERED SPELIES.

ELEPHANT. KOUPREY. MAN.

For once, Man isn't the hunter, He is the hunted

Welcome to the safarl of the new millennium. In this
hunt, there are no tell-tale signs that alert you of the
poacher’s presence, No camp-fire smoke. No footprints,

No reflection of the sun’s rays off & gun's barrel

Now for the bad news. This fsn't a post-apocalyptic
script dreamed up by » Hollywood seriptwriter. The
danger is all too real. What's worse, there are over b
million of these deadly poachers hiding in the
Cambodian countryside, These predators don't need
food or water, and they can patiently await their

unsuspecting prey for 50 years, It could be you.

Perhaps it's time to say hello to your potential assassin,

Landmines.

When the Cambodian Civil War finally ended in 1998,
the guns were laid on the ground. But the landmines
were not removed from under the ground. "The war
ended 8 years back,” you could rightly say. “Why haven't

all the landmines been cleared yet?"

Itisn't easy, Landmines were rarely laid in conventional
rows. Moreover, as villages thifted allegiances
between the government forces and the Khmer

Rouge, more mines were laid, This resulted
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in no discernible pattern for locating the mines.

To make matters worse, every time there ls a flood, the
landmines are earried to different places. What was 2

minefield last year, may not be one this year,

Finally, millions of mines remain. The reason behind
their widespread presence is simple. To buy » mine, the
cost is just US$3-10. To remove one by band (it's still
the best way), the cost is US$300-1,000. However, the

cost of not removing them is equally staggering.

The com of treating a victim and fitting an artificial
limb is US$3,000. Artificial limbs must be replaced
regularly at a cost of about US$125 each. For a 10-year-
old child, approximately US$3,125 would have to be
spent by the time he or she reaches the age of 60. In
rural Cambodia, where an entire family can survive on

just USS92 a month, the cost can be a major hurdle.

Meanwhile, the sad saughter continues. Every day,
landmines prey on at least 2 unsuspecting humans. (The
rare Cambodian forest ox, Kouprey, and the majestic
clephant also often fall prey to landmines.) The casualties
are mounting. The donations aren’t, But all & not

lost. There is one last hope left for Man.

Man,
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The Devil enjoys the goed life.

We think of Hell as & place with raging fires and vats
of boiling oil, into which people are dipped like human
tea bags. But the sights at Chateau Lucifer aren't as
ugly as they're cracked up to be. The Devil's abode
is actually a beautiful place. And Hell iy, in fact,

little more than a 2-hour flight from Singapore.

Welcome to the North-West region of Cambodia. In
the provinces of Bavtambang, Banteay Meanchey,
Oddar Meanchey and Pailin, you'll find picture

postcard beauty

The sun peeks out from behind misty mountains,
Elephants bathe in the azure waters of the Tonle Sap
Lake, The songs of Blue-Throated Bee Eaters fill the
air. And the vibrant colours of Cambodian Jungle
Flowers, Dendrobiums and Hibiscus light up the
jungle. But the beauty in this former French colony

is merely skin deep.

Below the surface lurks the highest concentration
of anti-personnel mines, anti-vehicle mines and
unexploded ordnances (active bombs, missiles,
grenades) in the world, In 2002, a team cleared
11.58 1q. km. of land. They discovered and

destroyed 32,688 anti-personnel mines,

MISTY MOUNTAINS.
EXOTIC FLOWERS. SINGING BIRDS.

WELCOME TO HELL.
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493 anti-vehicle mines and 61,840 unexploded

ordnances. This means 1 explosive every 122 3q. metres

The Khmer Rouge and government forces planted
these mines during the bloody years of the Civil War
that ended in 1998, Removing landmines isn't easy.
Today, an estimated 6 million mines still remain.
What's worse, mines were rarely laid in conventional
rows. As front lines shifted and villages switched
allegiances, more mines were kaid. This resulted in

no discernible pattern for locating the mines,

Clearing landmines is an extremely difficult and
expensive process. Removing one landmine by hand
(it"s still the best way) can cost as much as US$1,000,
This amount i1 especially astronomical in rural
Cambodia, where an entire family can survive on just

US$92 a month.

As » result, millions of mines remain, Every day,
landmines claim at least 2 unsuspecting victims.
The casualties are mounting. The donations aren's
Before you get on with your life in safe and secure

Singapore, please remember one thing.
Singapore. pl b g

For you, Hell may be a faraway mythical place.
But for the Cambodians, Hell isn’t just real.

It's in their backyard.
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